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Superficially it might appear that if approximately 40% of the puppies each year are sired by but 20% of the stud dogs this would

eventually result in the greatest uniformity of type. The selected sires are all to a greater or lesser degree exceptional animals, but they are

not selected by any uniform system. Most of them excel in some particular physical point, but they do not excel in the same points or in

the same degree, nor even, in some cases, in the same direction. Here the personal equation, the ideals of different breeders, is at work,

and the result is that since a few males not themselves of uniform type sire a greater-than-average number of offspring they disturb the

race average of the following generation and introduce abnormal amounts of variation. The fact therefore, that artificial selection gives to

certain selected, but not uniform, males an undue preponderance of influence must always keep the type of domestic animals in an

unstable state. This seems to me an important factor in the great variability always noted among domesticated breeds.
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